Fall 2016

Community leadership and business tours

ABOVE: Students from the Labette Youth Leadership class climb through the conveyor
opening of blast walls in Building 915 while learning why area residents took on the challenge
to redevelop the property to mitigate economic losses after the closure of the Kansas Army
Ammunition Plant.
BELOW: Great Plains board chairman Dan Peterson conducts introductions of the Labette
County Business Leaders during an event in September.

The former explosive
magazine storage areas,
known locally as igloos,
seemed to be the hit with the
Labette County Business
Leaders on tour at the Great
Plains Industrial Park in
September. However it was
the conveyor line opening
through the explosive blast
containment walls that the
Labette Youth Leadership
group
found
most
invigorating.
Both
groups,
of
approximately 20 members
each, came to Great Plains
for an up-close look at the
assets of the park to help
them better understand the
redevelopment project.
Business leaders enjoyed a
hot breakfast and a program
recapping the history of the
redevelopment project, the
challenges that it faces, and
recent
business
location
opportunities.
Instead of breakfast, the
youth leadership group had
hot dogs for lunch, and a tour
that also focused on the
importance of community
members joining together to
overcome adversities, which
in this case was the closure of
the ammunition plant and the
role they played in supporting
a vision.

TOURS AVAILABLE

If your group would like to
have a tour contact assistant
director Ann Charles at 620421-1228. Tours are tailored
to each group.
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FEATURED PROPERTY

Manufacturing and Warehousing
Great Plains Industrial Park is pleased to offer for immediate lease, 16 open-bay buildings ideal for
manufacturing and warehousing needs. Each building measures 417’ x 51.5’ x 26’ and offers
21,389 sq. ft. Each building is separated by a firewall, and can be easily split. Concrete slab floors,
overhead and sliding doors that are easily retrofitted to fit your needs, and fire suppression
systems throughout are just a few of the bonuses offered in these buildings.
Rail service is available to all 16 buildings alongside loading docks.

Short or long-term leases are available on these and a variety of other structures.
Contact Daniel Mann at 620-778-3375 or dmann@parsonsks.com.
www.greatplainsindustrialpark.com

www.greatplainsindustrialpark.com

Fall 2016 Newsletter

Making the most of the rail
Having an internal rail system
connected to a Class 1 rail carrier in an
industrial park is like having a diamond
in a band of gold. That piece of
property, be it an industrial park or a
ring, stands out. Fortunately Great
Plains has nearly 30 miles of loop track
and multiple spurs connected to the
Union Pacific.
Many industries locate new facilities
on rail frontage to take advantage of
fuel efficiencies and transportation cost
savings. That makes sense considering
that one rail car can accommodate the
equivalent of 4.5 semi loads, it travels a
much more direct route and can
accommodate over-sized loads.
Great Plains just issued a Request for
Proposals to rail consultants throughout
the Midwest to help analyze its specific
situation and to make recommendations
for the most efficient and profitable
development. The selected company
will be notified in November.
Interest in further exploring the
advantages of the on-site rail grew in
2015, when Great Plains competed for
selection as a Kansas Department of
Transportation transload facility.
Several industries from throughout
Southeast Kansas stepped up in support
of
the
effort.
Four
industry
representatives participated in the
presentation in Topeka, telling the
selection panel of how it would
enhance their own business operations.
Most often noted was the benefit for

ABOVE: Three spurs merge with the main line at
the northeast portion of the looped rail system at
Great Plains Industrial Park.
Photos by Jim Captain

them to get international shipments to
barges or ships without concern over
highway
delays
and
increased
transportation costs.
Great Plains currently has its rail leased
to Progress Rail Services, a division of
Caterpillar, which operates a rail car
repair service on site as well as a rail car
storage operation. The company’s lease
also contracts for the company to provide
switching services for all tenants.
The railyard on the south end of the
industrial park has a direct connection to
Union Pacific’s main line, providing
Great Plains with a major advantage for
companies needing rail service.
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WATCH OUR
RAIL VIDEO
To see a short video of the rail at
Great Plains, including the eight-track
railyard and the five-track warehouse
area, go to
www.greatplainsindustrialpark.com
and click on “Resource Center” in the
top bar, then click on the upper most
video along the right side.

The rail system provide direct on/off-load to
19 warehouses at the park, while leaving the
main track open for through traffic.
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Learning about Leadership

Members of the Labette County Youth
Leadership class toured vacated
production buildings at the former
Kansas Army Ammunition Plant. The
class, comprised of students from
Labette County High School and
Parsons High School, learned how and
why community leaders stepped
forward in an effort to mitigate the
economic challenges and identify
opportunities for the area after the
closure of the plant. Students also saw
a
presentation
that
included
environmental remediation projects,
park assets and learned of companies
that have toured the park and
expressed interest in locating their
businesses on-site.
AT LEFT: Students pictured in the
east ramp of Building 915 are (from
left) Joe Mendoza, Jeremy Kowalsky,
Maggie Billman, Cameron Dodsworth,
Anayah Elsen, Halle Bevans, R’rian
McGlory, Davonte Yates, Alvaro
Ramirez, Sydney Lancaster, Brooklyn
Hall, Molly Brown, Austin Carson and
Kylee Barney.

Building 212 being
reclaimed
The demise of Building 212 is in a far different era than
was its construction in 1941. The 5,372 sq. ft.
warehouse – rich in natural timbers – was listed on
Craigslist for sale to the highest bidder. The new owner
is taking the building apart piece-by-piece to salvage
the wood for resale. Even much of the asbestos siding
can be reused. For information about other buildings or
structures available for reclamation call the office or
watch our website.
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