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Last Army-owned building sold 
The former administration 

building of the Kansas Army 
Ammunition Plant sold at auc-
tion on the General Services 
Administration (GSA) web 
site. Although the new owner 
has not yet been identified, the 
winning bid came in at 
$282,777. The 67,000 sq. ft. 
building and surrounding 10 
acres was the last property 
owned by Army. 

“GSA will send the final bid 
to BRAC, which can accept or 
decline the bid. If they accept 
the bid, they send the ac-
ceptance to GSA to let the 
high bidder know. The bidder 
then has 10 days to put down 
10 percent of the value of the 
building. The contract has to 
close in 30 days, but the gov-
ernment has the ability to ex-
tend that based on the govern-
ment’s needs,” said Daniel 
Mann, Great Plains CEO. 

Progress Rail 
Services expands 

Progress Rail Services started its 
third operation at the Great Plains Indus-
trial Park. Pictured here employees are 
removing the upper portion of auto cars – 
a process it calls “deracking.” The upper 
portion of the car is scrapped and the low-
er portion is retrofitted as a flatbed. In 
addition to the new company Progress 
Rail Services also provides rail car repair 
and rail car storage. 

Visitors enter into a secured lobby. All furniture 
and equipment were removed from the building, 
other than the security system and HVAC.  
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From the past... 

In 1969 the contract operator for the Kansas Army Ammunition Plant was National Gypsum. On Nov. 19, 
that year 15 of the firefighters lined up in front of Fire Station No. 1 for a formal photo. 

Also known as building 52, the station is a two story building that has now been converted to modern offices 
upstairs and garage space downstairs. Although the building is owned by Great Plains Development Authority, 
the Army has leased it and will maintain offices there through the remediation process. 

County road signs are 
now going up throughout the 
industrial park to help facili-
tate locating tenants. Naming 
of the roads meshes with the 
existing county road system. 
Scott Rd., pictured here, is 
the former Army-designated 
D Road. 

Speed limits throughout 
the property are posted at 45 
mph and stop signs have 
been added at intersections. 
Great Plains has also con-
tracted with the Labette 
County Sheriff’s Department 
to patrol the area. 

Road signs 
going up Day & Zimmermann, Kan-

sas LLC, the long-time muni-
tions manufacturer at the for-
mer Kansas Army Ammuni-
tion Plant, announced it was 
reducing its workforce at the 
Great Plains Industrial Park, 
as munitions production end-
ed. The statement released by 
the company didn’t give a 
number of jobs to be cut but it 
is estimated that more than 70 
employees were laid off. 

D&Z was able to purchase a 
portion of the former Kansas 
Army Ammunition Plant at 
the Great Plains Industrial 
Park after the U.S. Depart-
ment of Defense closed the 
facility with the 2005 Base 

Day & Zimmermann lays off 
Realignment and Closure Act. 

According to the company’s 
statement the decision to lay 
off employees came as current 
production contracts ended. 
The plant ceased production in 
December and has announced 
no further plans. 

The shutdown of D&Z’s 
munition production leaves a 
work-ready and experienced 
energetics labor force availa-
ble in the area for other manu-
facturers interested in locating 
at Great Plains. Energetics-
ready productions facilities are 
available on-site; see featured 
property on next page for an 
example. 
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Entrance relocated to Main Street 

A light morning fog greeted visitors at the newly opened north gate on its first 
day of use. The new gate entry brings traffic in on Scott Rd., directly off of Main 
St. 

come to visit, we look like the 
industrial park that we are 
becoming rather than the se-
cured Army facility of the 
past.” 

“I do want to point out that 
the park will remain a secure 
site and access is restricted to 
those who have prearranged 
business inside the fence. 
While remediation of the 
property requires certain por-
tions of the park to be secured 
I am finding that many poten-
tial tenants are pleased to find 
a site that is gated. For now 
we will remain that way.” 

Scott Rd. was totally rebuilt 
in 2009 through a Kansas De-
partment of Commerce grant 
to Labette County; the grant 
also provided funding for the 
industrial park signs.  

The long-planned entrance 
to the Great Plains Industrial 
Park east of Parsons at Main 
St. and Scott Rd. became a 
reality this month and new 
signs have gone up to redirect 
traffic. 

Heavy truck loads at the 
former entrance caused 
enough damage to seriously 
compromise the safety of the 
road, cutting gouges on the 
edges more than a foot deep. 
To insure that winter weather 
didn’t add to the concern, 
CEO Daniel Mann recom-
mended the north entrance be 
opened earlier than had been 
planned. 

“There isn’t a week that 
goes by that I’m not talking to 
industrial prospects, and it’s 
important that when they 


