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(From left) Janet Miller, director of Cherokee County Economic Development, Linseh Johnson, director of workforce education and career training at Labette Community College, and Joe Burke, LCC vice
president of academic affairs, pose with an award naming Labette and
Cherokee counties as ACT Work Ready communities.
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With the new display cases
complete, it will allow relocation of some items from the
main building’s display cases
that were crowded and stacked
as new items were donated, preventing visitors from seeing the
details of all the items.
In the wide-open space the
addition has afforded, Ervin said
they will also soon build a bank
display.
“It will have everything about
all six banks. I’ve got panels they
can put their stuff in. Some have
already filled theirs and they are
ready to go. And Bill Wycoff
(Labette Bank) is giving us a safe
door and a teller window from the
1800s and some other stuff, so we
are going to make like a bank,
with a roof on it, where you walk
inside,” Ervin said. “So that’s going to be our next project.”

rate of 3.5 percent. The rate in
November was 3.7 percent, and in
December 2016 it was 4.4 percent.
Montgomery County had an
estimated workforce of 14,813
people, 14,222 employed and 591
unemployed for a jobless rate of
4 percent. The rate in November
was 4.4 percent, and in December 2016 it was 5.8 percent.
Neosho County had an estimated workforce of 5,917 people,
5,658 employed and 259 unemployed for a jobless rate of 4.4
percent. The rate in November
was 4.7 percent, and in December 2016 it was 6.5 percent.
Wilson County had an estimated workforce of 3,972 people, 3,812 employed and 160
unemployed for a jobless rate of
4 percent. The rate in November
was 4.4 percent, and in December 2016 it was 6.4 percent.

ty with multiple gun shots to her
head but died a short time later.
“I encourage anyone with
knowledge of this crime or the
suspect to immediately contact the
Montgomery County Sheriff’s Office or the KBI,” Brownback said.
The reward was authorized at
the request of the Montgomery
County Sheriff’s Office, Kansas
Bureau of Investigation and Attorney General’s office. Anyone
with information relating to the
crime should immediately contact the Montgomery County
Sheriff’s Office at 620-330-1000
or the Kansas Bureau of Investigation at 1-800-KSCRIME.
“This would go a long way in
helping us achieve justice for the
victim,” said Montgomery County
Sheriff Bob Dierks. “We appreciate any information we could receive toward solving this case.”

your browser to www.klkcradio.
com and then click on the Parsons Vikings Sports Page or the
Labette Grizzlies Sports Page.
Those clicks will lead you to the
live games.
The Sun’s website, www.parsonssun.com, will have a link to
the same KLKC page.
Viewers also may look at the
YouTube listings on the right
side of their computer screens
and view past games.
Streaming live video of local
high school basketball required
a team effort. Joe Stringer of Alexander Marketing created and
manages the KLKC website, and
he set up the cameras and integrated with the website. He also
received assistance from USD
503, USD 506 and Matt Hoisington from the city of Parsons to
put all the pieces together.

The trend of being an ACT Work Ready Community is quickly
sweeping across the nation.
There are 196 counties in the nation that are considered Work
Ready communities. Kansas is home to three of those counties:
Labette, Cherokee and Potawatomie. Over the last couple years, several individuals, local school districts and several local industries
have been pushing to have a strong workforce for all involved in
Labette and Cherokee counties.
ACT Workforce Summit in Austin, Texas, Nov. 8-10, awarded
all counties considered to be a Work Ready Community. Southeast
Kansas hit the spotlight as this included Labette and Cherokee counties. Both counties have 24 supporting employers apiece.
Janet Miller, director of Cherokee County Economic Development, said in a prepared statement that being a Work Ready Community shows a connection between education and employers and that
they have the understanding that in order to have a strong workforce,
people need education to succeed in several jobs. Labette Community College understands the importance of having a skilled labor pool
to present to local and surrounding employers as this will help the
economic development of all involved.
Linseh Johnson, director of workforce education and career training at LCC, said in the statement that she hopes LCC in conjunction
with other schools in SEK will help be an engine to power economic development throughout the area. With this being said, Johnson
states that being a Work Ready Community will help economic developers such as Miller and Jim Zaleski, city of Parsons economic
development director, maintain current employers and attract new
employers to the area.
The Work Ready exam tests individuals’ skills in applied math,
workplace documents and graphic literacy. Based on those scores,
they are placed into different categories: Bronze, Silver, Gold and
Platinum. Employers can then use this as a hiring tool when looking
for potential employees. For example, an employer that was searching for entry-level employees would search for individuals with a
Bronze certificate.
LCC serves as an approved testing site for the ACT Work Ready
certificate. Anyone interested in taking the ACT Work Ready test
should contact Karen Barger at 820-1182 or email Linseh Johnson at
linsehj@labette.edu.
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Parsons store ONLY
Frozen

Fresh

Chicken Breasts

Cabbage

1.

$ 39

33¢ lb.

lb.

So Cheezy
Mac & Cheese

Potatoes

Ground Chuck

Yellow Onions

2.

$

29

2.

59

59

¢

99

lb.

Santa Sophia Pasta

$

9.5 oz. bag

3 lb. bag

33

10 lb. bag

1.

$ 29

Fresh, 80/20

¢

7.25 oz. box

J.Higgs
Potato Chips

¢

Frozen, 10 lb. bag

Chicken Leg Quarters

bag

166 oz.
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620-423-3044

Visit us at www.save-a-lot.com
Open 8am-8pm Mon-Sat; 10am-6pm Sun
We gladly accept
Cash, Personal Checks, Credit Cards, Debit Cards, Vision / EBT Cards & WIC
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